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Ethos 
At Al Maharat Private School, we are committed to providing a rich, inclusive, and well-managed 
programme of extracurricular activities and events that supports learners to develop confidence, character, 
interests, and a strong sense of belonging. ECAs and events extend learning beyond the classroom, 
promote wellbeing, and create meaningful opportunities for participation, leadership, and achievement. This 
policy reflects a whole-school approach and should be read alongside the Student Protection / Safeguarding 
Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Behaviour Policy, Attendance and Punctuality Policy, Inclusion Policy, 
Transportation Policy, and Wellbeing Policy. 

Definition  
Extracurricular activities are organised opportunities beyond the core curriculum and include sports, arts, 
performance, academic clubs, leadership, service, competitions, enrichment, trips, and virtual activities. 
Events include organised school occasions such as performances, sports days, exhibitions, celebrations, 
competitions, cultural occasions, and graduation ceremonies. This policy applies to all school-organised 
ECAs and events involving learners, whether on site, off site, during or outside the school day, and whether 
delivered by staff or approved external providers. 

Purpose of ECAs and Events 
ECAs and events broaden learners’ experiences, strengthen confidence and relationships, and support 
wellbeing, leadership, and personal development. Provision is responsive to student interest and voice and 
contributes positively to school culture. 

Roles and Responsibilities 
●​ The Senior Leadership Team is responsible for ensuring that ECAs and events are aligned with school 

priorities, delivered safely, and managed in line with ADEK expectations. 
●​ The ECA Coordinator oversees the programme, coordinates the calendar, checks approvals, ensures 

consent is collected, and verifies that risk assessments and emergency plans are in place. 
●​ Each activity must have a designated ECA Supervisor who is responsible for safe delivery, appropriate 

supervision, and prompt reporting of any concern or incident. 
●​ Staff involved in ECAs and events must follow safeguarding, health and safety, and professional 

conduct expectations at all times. 
●​ Parents are expected to provide accurate consent and emergency information and to support 

attendance, punctual collection, and appropriate conduct. 
●​ Learners are expected to participate responsibly, follow instructions, behave appropriately, and uphold 

the values of the school. 

ECA and Events Provision 
The school provides a broad and balanced range of opportunities across sport, creative arts, academic 
enrichment, culture, leadership, service, and wellbeing. Provision is inclusive, age-appropriate, and 
accessible. Learner ideas are welcomed, and students may propose new ECAs through agreed school 
channels. Any student-led activity requires school approval and appropriate staff oversight. 

Planning and Approval 
All ECAs and events must be planned in advance and approved through school procedures. Principal 
approval is required for all activities and events. Where required, the school will also obtain ADEK approval 
before an activity proceeds, particularly for off-site, higher-risk, externally provided, paid, overnight, 
overseas, or timetable-disrupting activities. The school will ensure that the correct level of approval is 
secured before participation begins. 

 



Safeguarding and Student Protection 
Safeguarding applies fully to all ECAs and events. All adults involved in provision, including external 
providers and volunteers, must understand their duty of care and comply with the school’s Student 
Protection / Safeguarding Policy and professional conduct expectations. 
●​ Learners must be supervised appropriately at all times. 
●​ External providers and volunteers must be made aware of safeguarding expectations before working 

with learners. 
●​ Any concern, allegation, incident, or disclosure must be reported promptly through school safeguarding 

procedures. 
●​ Behaviour during ECAs and events is guided by the school’s Behaviour Policy and code of conduct. 

Health, Safety and Risk Management 
Each activity or event must be supported by proportionate risk assessment and emergency planning 
appropriate to its context, venue, age group, and level of risk. This includes supervision, medical and first 
aid needs, transport arrangements, weather and environmental factors, communication in the event of 
change or emergency, and any learner-specific needs. Activities must not proceed where risk is not 
adequately managed. 

Parental Consent and Communication 
Parental consent is required where appropriate and is mandatory for off-site activities and trips. Consent 
processes must provide clear information about the purpose of the activity, timings, location, transport 
arrangements where relevant, fees if applicable, and emergency contact requirements. Parents must inform 
the school of any medical, behavioural, or safeguarding information that may affect safe participation. 

Events Management 
School events must be well-planned, appropriately supervised, and consistent with the values of the school 
and the culture of the UAE. Expectations for learner behaviour, staff conduct, visitor conduct, and safe 
management remain in place throughout. Where events involve parents, guests, volunteers, or external 
providers, safeguarding and conduct expectations must remain clear. 

Off-site Activities and Trips 
Off-site activities and trips must have a clear educational, developmental, or enrichment purpose and must 
be approved before they take place. Field trips are not mandatory and require parental consent. Off-site 
provision must include suitable transport arrangements, supervision, risk assessment, and emergency 
planning. 
Overseas trips are subject to additional approval and planning requirements. They must be age-appropriate, 
carefully risk assessed, supported by detailed parent communication and contingency planning, and fully 
compliant with ADEK and UAE requirements before approval is given. 

Monitoring and Records 
The school will maintain appropriate records for ECAs and events, including participation and attendance 
registers, consent forms, risk assessments, emergency plans, external provider details, travel information 
where relevant, and incident records. Participation data is reviewed to monitor engagement, identify 
patterns, and strengthen provision over time. 

Inclusion and Accessibility 
APS is committed to ensuring that learners of all backgrounds and abilities can access ECAs and events as 
fully as possible. This includes students of determination and learners who require reasonable adjustment, 
adapted access, or additional support. Inclusion is considered at the planning stage so that barriers to 
participation are reduced from the outset. 



Alignment with Wellbeing 
ECAs and events are part of the school’s wider wellbeing approach. They support belonging, confidence, 
resilience, leadership, self-expression, teamwork, and positive relationships. Participation beyond the 
classroom contributes meaningfully to learner voice, character development, and connection to school life. 

Communication 
The school will communicate ECA and event information clearly and in a timely way through appropriate 
school channels. This includes available activities, timings, consent requirements, responsibilities, 
expectations, and any significant changes. 

Review 
This policy will be reviewed annually and updated in line with ADEK guidance and school practice. 
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